CLINICAL MATERIAL There were fifty-two patients; in two both hips were converted, making a total of fifty-four hips. Thirty-five patients were women and seventeen were men. The right hip was converted in thirty-four instances and the left in twenty.
For convenience in this paper, and because there were only two bilateral cases, patients will be referred to by the disorder of the hip that led to their disability. 2) .
Of the ten unsound fusions just mentioned, four followed attempted intra-articular fusion with metal fixation and six followed central displacement stabilisation.
The latter procedure was originally devised to reduce movement in painful arthritic hips; thus it could be expected to produce an "unsound" fusion, but in this series it had also given nine cases of sound bony union.
The age at the time of ankylosis ranged from five to sixty-eight years, the average being thirty-eight years (Fig. 3) (Fig. 7 a-a) . 
